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Vacation Notice

According to the Student Handbook, vacation or travel during school days is
discouraged. Families should seek permission from a building administrator

for an excused vacation absence prior to making any travel arrangements. The
request should be made in writing at least one week prior to the vacation.

Vacation absences of more than 10 days in a semester will not be approved.
Vacation absences that would cause a student to be placed on the No-Go list

will not be approved for excusal. Vacations taken without approval will be
marked as unexcused absences.  

Students approved for excusal should pick-up a “Pre-arranged Absent Form”
from the Counseling office.  Homework may be requested and requires 24

hours to process. However, most teachers post their assignments on
Schoology.  Work at the secondary level may be due upon return from

vacation or travel. 

Please be advised: UCS does not support international travel of our laptop
devices. Teams links AND Class Link will not work outside of the US; therefore,

students cannot access and complete class work while traveling.



In the words of the great Ferris Bueller – ““Life moves pretty fast. If you don't stop and look around once
in a while, you could miss it.”

That is especially true if you are a junior high school student.

To help students slow things down a bit and refocus their attention, Bemis Junior High School staff held a
month-long challenge on practicing gratitude. 

“There are so many benefits to focus on what is good in life,” said Bemis teacher Jennifer Kauflin. “It brings
people to a better place and creates a more positive atmosphere built on unity.”

 
Through classroom work, journals, small group activities, and announcements, students were asked to

practice gratitude. 

“We were challenged to look at every aspect of our lives and show our gratitude and appreciation for the
things we have in our lives,”  said 8th grader Olivia Uhring.

 
Classmate Brennan Marchin realized through his journal entrees how fortunate he was in his life.

 
“When you think about things that other people may not have, I am grateful and blessed to have a roof

over my head,” he said.
 

For Bemis, gratitude is defined as the quality of being thankful and the acts of showing appreciation and
returning kindness. Gratitude is proven to increase a person’s overall well-being by 10 percent. 

The November Gratitude Challenge was created through the Bemis Wellness Committee, which formed
last year. During December, the committee is challenging students to "Be A Light" through intentional

acts of kindness. 

Photo - Bemis 8th graders next to a gratitude wall.

Bemis students channel their inner Bueller
through gratitude



Holiday Cheer



Shout Out 



Spartan News 

12/11-15 - Holiday Cheer Spirit Week
12.12: Girls Bball Open Gym (5:30-7pm) Main
12/19: Half Day (Exams 1&2) 8:10-11:12am
12/20: Half Day (Exams 3&4) 8:10-11:12am
12/21: Half Day (Exams 5&6) 8:10-11:12am
12/22-1/2: NO SCHOOL (Winter Break) 

Upcoming Dates

*Students must be accompanied by their parent or
guardian for both home and away athletic events. 

*Girls 7th and 8th Basketball Tryouts begin 1/4/24

Girls basketball open gym will be held on the following dates below.
This is open to all students for recreational purposes and is not part
of trying out for the school basketball team. Students interested in
participating must have a valid physical on file in Big Teams dated

4/15/23 or later.  

November 21st @ 5:30 -7:00 (Main) 
November 28th @ 5:30 -7:00 (Main) 
December 5th @ 5:30 -7:00 (Main) 

December 12th @ 5:30 -7:00 (Main) 

Girls Basketball
Open Gym

Click here for Basketball Schedules

https://studentcentral.bigteams.com/
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/159


news cont...

Splash Into Science
Spring Break Trip

The Pit Stop will be open every day during 4th hour lunches. Students
may buy string backpacks, school supplies, and so much more! 

Order your 2023-2024 Bemis Yearbook today at jostensyearbooks.com

Order pictures at kaiserstudio.com (ID Code: 2324BEMISJR) 

Everyone who enters Bemis must report to the Main Office. This is a school
district policy. you will need to sign in, put a visitor's pass on, and our office staff
will be glad to assist you. 

https://worldstrides.com/custom/2024-bemis-junior-high-school-fl-splash-210578/
https://gbrandusa.chipply.com/bemismiddleschool/
https://gbrandusa.chipply.com/bemismiddleschool/
https://worldstrides.com/custom/2024-bemis-junior-high-school-fl-splash-210578/
https://worldstrides.com/custom/2024-bemis-junior-high-school-fl-splash-210578/
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1063270/BEMIS-JUNIOR-HIGH-SCHOOL/2024-Yearbook/20230615041834403134/CATALOG_SHOP
http://kaiserstudio.com/


Reminders

If you have bus issues, please call transportation 
586-797-7100

Food Deliveries: Food that is delivered by a service such as Door Dash or Grub
Hub will not be permitted at Bemis. Due to school safety concerns and the
disruption to the school day, we cannot accommodate such deliveries. We ask that
all students bring their own lunch or get a free lunch from the cafeteria. 

If a student forgets their lunch, they may get a free lunch in the cafeteria, or a
parent may drop off a lunch for their student. However, if the food dropped off is
from a restaurant, the student will be asked to eat it in the Main Office during their
lunch hour. Coffee, smoothies, and outside breakfast brought in the school in the
morning must be consumed before going into first hour. 

If your child would like to purchase extras you can establish a lunch account for
your child, please click here.

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your support.

CHARGE each night & Shut Them Down, do not just put to sleep! 
Save all your work in One Drive in case we have to swap your computer 
Please do not apply any stickers to the laptop ($10 to remove)
Please do not eat or drink near your laptop, avoid sticky keys 
Keep it off the floor so it doesn't get stepped on 
Keep your hands to yourself. If you damage another computer you are responsible 
Keep your hands to yourself when in the halls. Pushing could = cracked screen 
Please put a label on your charger with your name on it 
Students "New" to the district have 10 calendar days from their first 

      day of school to enroll in insurance program. 

HELP DESK for STUDENTS/PARENTS: 586-797-1055 | Email: techsupport@uticak12.org 

School Laptop Reminders

https://www.uticak12.org/domain/77
https://www.uticak12.org/domain/77
https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
mailto:techsupport@uticak12.org


National Civics Bee 

click for more info

https://www.chaldeanfoundation.org/national-civics-bee/


The Bemis ECO Club is having a 
year-long SNEAKER DRIVE  

Do you have worn-out sneakers that are no longer good? 

Have you outgrown your shoes, 
but they are still wearable? 

Bring all sneakers in a bag to Room 29 or put them in the box outside of the main
office.  We will make sure they are recycled 

instead of going into the landfill. 

GO GREEN!!!! 

Eco Club 



Young Fives and Kindergarten Open House:
            Location:  Elementary Buildings
            Date:  March 6, 2024
            Time:  7:00 – 8:30 p.m.

Save the Date

FAFSA Event: Grade 12 only
            Location: Utica High School
            Date: November 27, 2023
            Time: 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

Pathways to Success:
            Location: Henry Ford II High School
            Date: January 18, 2024
            Time: 6:00 pm – 8:30 pm

College and Careers Pathway Event:
            Location: Henry Ford II High School
            Date: March 14, 2024
            Time: 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

District Art Show:
            Location: Sterling Heights Community Center
            Dates: April 23 – 25, 2024
            Time: TBD

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/2361


Community 

Click the Falc
on for HF II Info

UCS SPECIALTY SCHOOLS

https://www.canva.com/design/DAF0uTKAEnU/g-I29Qb4lb8xvBsrTfBi0w/view?utm_content=DAF0uTKAEnU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAF0uTKAEnU/g-I29Qb4lb8xvBsrTfBi0w/view?utm_content=DAF0uTKAEnU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/118


Community cont...

Click to register

https://ucscommunityeducation.ce.eleyo.com/course/2198/winter-spring-2024/falcon-jr-strength-and-conditioning
https://ucscommunityeducation.ce.eleyo.com/course/2233/winter-spring-2024/art-box-studio-drawing


Afterschool Enrichment 

more stuff...

The UCS Wellness podcast is a resource created by Utica Community
Schools, a K-12 school district located within Macomb County, Michigan.

With a focus on physical, mental and social health, UCS Wellness serves as
a health hub for students and their families, as well as the community as a

whole.

https://ucscommunityeducation.ce.eleyo.com/search?it%5B%5D=Course&redirected_yet=true&s=name&sf%5Bgrade_values%5D=0%2C1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5%2C6&sf%5Bmax_age_month%5D=0&sf%5Bmax_age_year%5D=100&sf%5Bmin_age_month%5D=0&sf%5Bq%5D=&v=grid-view
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/146
https://ucscommunityeducation.ce.eleyo.com/search?it%5B%5D=Course&redirected_yet=true&s=name&sf%5Bgrade_values%5D=0%2C1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5%2C6&sf%5Bmax_age_month%5D=0&sf%5Bmax_age_year%5D=100&sf%5Bmin_age_month%5D=0&sf%5Bq%5D=&v=grid-view
https://ucscommunityeducation.ce.eleyo.com/search?it%5B%5D=Course&redirected_yet=true&s=name&sf%5Bgrade_values%5D=0%2C1%2C2%2C3%2C4%2C5%2C6&sf%5Bmax_age_month%5D=0&sf%5Bmax_age_year%5D=100&sf%5Bmin_age_month%5D=0&sf%5Bq%5D=&v=grid-view
https://www.sterlingheights.gov/2136/Library
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/146


UCS Stuff

GSRP pre-application for the 2024-2025 school year opens on December 11,
2023. The Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) is a FREE preschool program
funded through the Michigan Department of Education. Interested families can

call the GSRP office at 586-797-6930 or email at gsrp@uticak12.org.  
For the 2024-2025 school year, children must be four years old on or before

September 1, 2024. 

Registration for 2024-2025 kindergarten will begin on January 4, 2024.  

Great Start Readiness Program

Kindergarten & Young Fives

https://ucscommunityeducation.ce.eleyo.com/child-care/1/ucs-early-childhood/site/129/great-start-readiness-program
mailto:gsrp@uticak12.org


#allthethings

Rick Bye Fieldhouse
Dedication

The Rick Bye Fieldhouse will be dedicated at noon
on Tuesday, December 19 at Stevenson High
School. This event is open to the public. The

fieldhouse is being renamed to honor Mr. Bye’s 42
years of service and his positive impact in the

classroom and on the athletic field.

Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC) Events

The Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC) is a non-profit organization dedicated to
protecting, enhancing and celebrating the Clinton River, its watershed and Lake St. Clair.
They provide residents, schools, governments, businesses and other community groups

with wide-ranging programs and events to ensure a healthy Clinton River Watershed.

Additionally, participation in the watershed survey would be greatly appreciated. To access
the survey, please see this link.

https://www.crwc.org/Events/volunteer/other-projects/stonefly-search/3149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/146M_OwNhCHc2fQZcAPgnsvtl93aBU8hVBJAo_ijn8hY/viewform?edit_requested=true.


Monday Design
to draw plans for the form or structure of something. She designs and
makes her own clothes. He designed an addition to his house.

Tuesday Innovation
a new idea, product, or way to do something. Thanks to innovations in
technology, many people can now make use of a computer.

Wednesday Range
the two end points or limits between which something can vary, or the
distance between these two limits. In this school, the range of ages is from
twelve to fifteen.

Thursday Sophisticated
having or showing a lot of knowledge or experience; not ignorant or simple.
This author writes for a sophisticated audience.

Friday Obvious
easy for anyone to see or understand; clear. It was obvious that he liked her
a lot.

The more you know...

The Lost and Found is located
on the stage in the cafeteria.  
Please take a moment to look

for your lost items.

Check us out and like us on FB & IG
to stay up to date on happenings at 

Bemis Junior High School.
Click the pic to be taken to our

pages.

Keep up to date with all Bemis events
on our website CALENDAR. Club

meetings, sporting events, spirit days, 
days off, conferences... As soon as

information is available it is updated
on the website calendar. 

Word of the Day

Then 8-year-old Natalie Wood believed her Miracle on 34th Street costar
Edmund Gwenn was actually Santa Claus.
 In The Muppet Christmas Carol, the flowing look of the Ghost of Christmas
Past was achieved by submerging the puppet in a water tank.
An episode of Myth Busters proved that a tongue can instantly get stuck to
a freezing pole à la A Christmas Story.
 Will Ferrell ate so much sugar while filming Elf that he had trouble sleeping.
 John Candy shot all of his Home Alone scenes in one long 23-hour day on
set.
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer's stop-motion animation was produced
in Japan, while most of the audio was recorded in Canada.

https://www.facebook.com/bemisjuniorhigh/
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/60#calendar32/20230818/month
https://www.instagram.com/bemisjrhs/
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/60#calendar32/20230922/month
https://www.amazon.com/Muppet-Christmas-Carol-Dave-Goelz/dp/B0060D123K/ref=sr_1_1?s=instant-video&ie=UTF8&qid=1480460074&sr=1-1&keywords=muppet+christmas+carol&_encoding=UTF8&tag=people0d0-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=1c3e843d4eb99d76047f0449cdb4915d&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://filmschoolrejects.com/37-things-we-learned-from-the-muppet-christmas-carol-commentary-78d3a0837549#.8eyvo8h9r
http://mythresults.com/episode82
https://www.amazon.com/Christmas-Story-Peter-Billingsley/dp/B0010HLGZA/ref=sr_1_1?s=instant-video&ie=UTF8&qid=1480459611&sr=1-1&keywords=A+Christmas+Story&_encoding=UTF8&tag=people0d0-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=3ce2577ee73c5e562c2263ade153e889&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.amazon.com/Elf-Will-Ferrell/dp/B002XXLKHY/ref=sr_1_1?s=instant-video&ie=UTF8&qid=1480459672&sr=1-1&keywords=Elf&_encoding=UTF8&tag=people0d0-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=23f21fcab807cfab12cfdcc17de79c10&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.thoughtco.com/zooey-deschanel-talks-about-elf-2419271
https://www.amazon.com/Home-Alone-Macaulay-Culkin/dp/B003CSX6HQ/ref=sr_1_1?s=instant-video&ie=UTF8&qid=1480459984&sr=1-1&keywords=home+alone&_encoding=UTF8&tag=people0d0-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=ba51b4fdb3878c4afd2fa1efe32033b8&camp=1789&creative=9325
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/films/features/how-home-alone-became-the-most-successful-christmas-film-of-all-time-a6774746.html
https://www.amazon.com/Rudolph-the-Red-Nosed-Reindeer/dp/B01MG878WS/ref=sr_1_2?s=instant-video&ie=UTF8&qid=1480460130&sr=1-2&keywords=rudolph+the+red+nosed+reindeer&_encoding=UTF8&tag=people0d0-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=10e7f21c6d8f320687125e60e682bb5e&camp=1789&creative=9325
https://www.geekwire.com/2014/the-geeky-tech-behind-rudolph/
https://www.geekwire.com/2014/the-geeky-tech-behind-rudolph/


Bemis Junior High School provides loaner laptops and loaner chargers for
students that need to drop off their own equipment to have the Media Center
Tech look at it, for troubleshooting, for quick fixes, to open repair tickets, etc.
The loaner laptops and chargers are not intended to be given out to students
simply because “I forgot it at home”. 

The forgetfulness can (and has) become an epidemic problem when you
consider how many students attend school here every day. Loaner laptops
and loaner chargers are limited in number. Priority loans must be given to
those students that need a replacement device and did not forget their device
at home.

Students that borrow chargers daily have most likely lost theirs. Lost chargers
can be replaced for $38. Once they are in 8th grade at the end of the year
they will turn in both laptop & charger. If no charger they will be charged. 

Chargers are also being borrowed and not returned so we are having to call
the student out of class to find out why. Please talk to your student and make
sure they have all their equipment for the day.

Laptop Chargers

A BIG THANK YOU to ALL students who remember to bring their charged
laptops and chargers to school every day!! It is very much appreciated.

Every student has been provided with a UCS laptop and UCS compatible
charger.

Students are expected to bring a charged laptop along with their charger (if
needed) to school every day (please label the charger with student’s name).

Laptop Charger Issue



Students will sit quietly at a table and begin homework assignments. When in need of help with
the assignment, students will raise their hand. At times the students can quietly work together
on common assignments. All students must have a book to read quietly if they finish their work
prior to the time of dismissal. 

HW Club Permission Form

Bemis Junior High School Homework Club 

Parent and Student Permission form 

My child: __________________________________, grade ________, has my permission to participate in The
Bemis Homework Club. I understand that it is my responsibility to provide transportation for my
child. My child understands that it is his/her responsibility to arrive on time, bring all necessary
materials to the Bemis Junior High School Media Center and be prepared to work. My child also
understands that all Bemis Junior High School rules apply, and he/she will follow them or face
removal from The Bemis Homework Club.

     Parent Name (printed) __________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature ______________________________________ 

STUDENT 

I understand that I am expected to bring all my supplies to The Bemis Homework Club and work in a
quiet and respectful manner from 3:05 – 4:05. 

 

Student Name (printed) _________________________________ 

 

Student Signature ______________________________________ 

https://www.docdroid.net/E3zDNxq/bemis-homework-club-announcement-permission-dates-10-18-23-pdf


Homework Club Dates



School Calendar 



UCS APP

Download the "NEW" UCS App

UCS is pleased to introduce its new mobile App. Simply
download it from the App Store https://apple.co/3OQx6St or

Google Play https://bit.ly/3qiygNv to get all the latest
updates from UCS and your favorite school!

https://apple.co/3OQx6St
https://bit.ly/3qiygNv


Attendance 

 ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES

Please call the Attendance Line  
and NOT the Main Office number. 

Please call 586-797-2599 for: 

 Early Dismissals      Late Arrival       All Day Absences

Clearly state and spell your child's first & last name when leaving a message.
Please note that it MUST be a parent/guardian that calls in and not a student or

sibling.

EARLY DISMISSALS

When an Early Dismissal is necessary please call the attendance line 
before the start of the school day.

Students who become ill at school and require an early dismissal 
must report to the Main Office before calling home.

ATTENDANCE IN POWERSCHOOL 

Attendance is recorded in PowerSchool late in the school day. Our goal is to have
call-ins recorded before the office closes for the day. However, if you have any

questions 
regarding your students attendance, please wait 24 hours to ensure that all 

records are complete and up to date.

PowerSchool is now generating automated phone calls to parents informing
them of any absences for their students on a daily basis. Please use your Parent

Portal to view your student’s attendance. If you have any concerns, email the
individual teacher directly through the staff tab of the school’s web site:

http://bemis.uticak12.org or through the PowerSchool access. 
If a correction is warranted, the teacher will request one.

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/962


LUNCHES 
Bemis runs 3 lunches a day, all which occur during 4th hour. This means that 
you’ll go to lunch with your 4th hour teacher. So, if your 4th hour teacher has A 
lunch, you’ll go to lunch first and then go to class. If your teacher has B lunch, your 
lunch will split up class. So, you’ll go to class first, then eat, and then go back to 
class. If your teacher has C lunch, you’ll go to all of your 4th hour first, and then go 
to lunch.

Bell Schedule & Lunches 

 

1st Hour 8:10am – 9:08am

2nd Hour 9:14am – 10:10am

3rd Hour 10:16am – 11:12am

4th Hour 11:18am – 12:57pm

5th Hour 1:03pm – 1:59pm

6th Hour 2:05pm – 3:01pm

BEMIS LUNCH SCHEDULE
A Lunch
Lunch from 11:18am – 11:49am
Class from 11:55am – 12:57pm

B Lunch
Class from 11:18am – 11:49am
Lunch from 11:55am – 12:20pm
Class from 12:26pm – 12:57pm

C Lunch
Class from 11:18am – 12:20pm

Lunch from 12:26pm – 12:57pm

End of the day buses depart 7 minutes after the dismissal bell.

Doors open 7:45am
Breakfast  7:45 - 8:00am
Students to lockers 8:00- 8:10am

BELL SCHEDULE



You are to read Student Responsible Use agreement that appears 
when you log on to the laptop.

THIS LAPTOP DEPLOYED TO YOU IS FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY
DO NOT USE IT FOR PERSONAL COMMUNICATION OR PERSONAL USE 

DO NOT LET ANYONE ELSE USE OR LOG ON TO THIS LAPTOP!
DO NOT USE TEAMS OR ANY APP TO CHAT OR CALL ANY FAMILY MEMBERS OR OTHER

STUDENTS
IF YOU ARE NOT USING IT FOR SCHOOL WORK, THEN YOU ARE NOT USING IT AT ALL.

DO NOT USE SCHOOLOGY OR EMAIL TO SEND PERSONAL MESSAGES -
THESE TOOLS ARE FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY

DO NOT ADD ANY APPS, VPN’S, GAMES, EXTENSIONS, ETC.
DO NOT ACCESS YOUR PERSONAL SOCIAL MEDIA ON THIS LAPTOP

DO NOT ADD ANY APP OR TOOL UNLESS APPROVED BY ONE OF YOUR TEACHERS
This means no games, no ZOOM, no Discord, no private chat accounts, ETC.

DO NOT USE ANY ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE APP OR ACCESS ANY SITE TO ACCESS AI
CHAT GPT, ELSA, GOOGLE ASSISTANT, AMAZON ALEXA, LENSA, ASK AI, YOU CHAT, ETC.

ARE NOT USED FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES AND SHOULD NOT BE ACCESSED

PLEASE REMOVE ALL PROFILE PICTURES
You have 6 teachers and they do not want to see anime, celebrities, characters, cars,

pets, objects, etc.
You do not need a profile picture but if you do want one, it MUST be of your face only.

DO NOT CHANGE ANY SETTINGS -VERY IMPORTANT!
The laptop is set up accordingly for you to use for schoolwork only.

Charge your laptop EVERY night so it is ready for the next day.
IF YOU FORGET TO CHARGE IT OVER NIGHT, BRING YOUR CHARGER WITH YOU.
DO NOT LOAN OUT YOUR CHARGER, IF IT GOES MISSING, YOU HAVE TO PAY TO

REPLACE IT.

IMPORTANT IF YOU HAVE ANY ISSUES AT ANY TIME WITH THE LAPTOP OR YOUR
CHARGER, 

PLEASE ASK TO SEE MRS. BROWN AS SOON AS YOU NOTICE A PROBLEM

Her office is in the Media Center.  
You can reach her by email at nicole.brown@uticak12.org Or send a message in

Schoology. 

Computer Use Rules

mailto:nicole.brown@uticak12.org


Dress Code
Bemis follows the dress code located in the Parent and Student Handbook. This dress code does differ from the
elementary school dress code. Student conduct is affected by student dress. Bemis strives to maintain a comfortable
learning environment and our staff appreciates parental support in guiding appropriated dress for school. Students
not conforming to the district code will have to call home for a change of clothing or wear a clean t-shirt and/or
sweatpants provided by the school for the day.

Junior High School Parent and Student Handbook
The Utica Community Schools Parent-Student Handbook serves as quick references for families seeking answers to
school policies, procedures and district activities. UCS Handbooks are published for elementary, junior high and
senior high schools. Each handbook is created with student learning and parent partnership in mind.
You are encouraged to download a copy and find the answers you seek at your leisure. Save a copy for future
reference or go back and visit again. Remember: Handbooks are updated each year. Please click here to find the
2023-2024 Handbook.

PowerSchool
Parents and students can view their student’s schedules, attendance and grades. Click here to access the
PowerSchool Portal. Parents with multiple UCS students can now create an account to access all of their data with a
single login. Parents will need the access ID and access password for each student. Click here for helpful instructional
guides.  Access IDs and passwords follow students from year to year. Please contact the main office with any
questions.

Bemis Attendance Line
Parents are reminded to call the school attendance line, 586-797-2599, to report their child’s absence or tardiness. In
order to be excused, all late/tardy students must be called in by a parent. A doctor’s note must be provided to excuse
late/tardy arrivals. Bemis Attendance line is available 24 hours a day. All late arrival/tardy students must report to the
Main Office upon arrival to receive a late pass. If your child is absent and we have not received notification, we will call
the parents.

Early Dismissal
Students who need to be excused during the school day should bring a signed note from their parents to the Main
Office before school begins that morning. The note should include the date, time, and reason for dismissal as well as
who will be picking the child up. By doing this, we keep classroom disruptions to a minimum as well as have your
child waiting for you in the Main Office when you arrive. PLEASE NOTE: Anyone signing a student out, must show
identification and that person must also be on the students’ contact list. Students will not be released to anyone
that is not listed on the contact list.

Homework Requests
Homework requests are not accepted until the third consecutive day of absence. You may request your child’s
homework on that third day by emailing your child’s teacher. You can find a list of email addresses by clicking here.

Use of Electronic Communication Devices is Prohibited
The personal use of cell phones or other electronic communications devices (ECD) by students is prohibited at any
time while in school or in a district vehicle. Students may carry ECDs during the school day, but they cannot be
displayed or used without permission from a teacher or administrator for educational purposes. Personal use of the
device shall be limited to the time before and after the school day and only when students are outside the building.
ECDs shall not be used during instructional time, lunch, passing time between classes or on any school bus without
permission of a school official. The use of an ECD’s picture-taking or internet connection capability is not permitted
without permission of a teacher or administrator. Utica Community Schools will not be responsible for the theft, loss
or damage of any ECD. Appropriate disciplinary action will be taken against students who violate the policy regulating
ECDs.

IMPORTANT
CHOOL POLICIES

https://www.uticak12.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=237&dataid=17634&FileName=handbook.pdf
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/233
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/233
https://www.uticak12.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=237&dataid=17634&FileName=handbook.pdf
https://www.uticak12.org/domain/1821
https://www.uticak12.org/domain/1821
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/962


 If a student’s ECD rings/vibrates during the school day, the ECD will be confiscated and must be picked up in
the main office by the student’s parent. Should this occur a second time, the student will receive a one-day
suspension. If a student uses an ECD anytime inside the school, the ECD will be confiscated and the student will
receive a one-day suspension.

All school meal menus are digitally accessible on all devices allowing for personalized viewing options. Users can
select to view nutritional and allergen information, as well as customize print and language settings. Menus can be
viewed at https://uticak12.nutrislice.com

Concussion Awareness
As part of a new state law, all UCS and Michigan parents will receive information about concussions, their symptoms
and what to do if you suspect a concussion.  All athletes are required to have this form completed and on file in the
Main Office prior to participating on any sports teams. Click HERE for the concussion form. 

Body Spray
Bemis Junior High has several students and staff members who have allergic reactions to strong perfumes, after-
shave and men’s cologne. The reactions range from mild to severe headaches that can result in nausea and being
sent home from school. In addition, strong perfume smells can trigger asthma attacks. Junior high is filled with a
variety of smells ranging from strawberries to old spice. When those smells dominate the hallways, problems do
occur. We are asking students to put on your favorite fragrance once in the morning before school. Please do not
bring in bottles and sprays of cologne, after-shave and perfume to re-apply throughout the day.

Recycle for Charity at Bemis
Look for the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) Donation Bin, located in the receiving driveway on the east side of
Bemis Junior High. All items will go to the Disabled American Veterans, a non-profit organization located in Westland.
Tax receipts can be found in the office. Donate your gently used clothes, shoes, toys, and small house appliances.
DAVThriftMichigan.com

Kroger Plus card
Did you know that you can not only earn points for yourself, but you can also earn points for our school? How? It is
easy! Just shop at Kroger and link your Plus Card to Bemis Jr. High.
Clink on link for more information Kroger Community Rewards

policies cont...

Student Drop Off Map

https://uticak12.nutrislice.com/
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=155&dataid=52&FileName=Concussion+Awareness+Form.pdf
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/

